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mittee for developing his debating skill and obstructive tactics.
The Committee refuses to treat him seriously, and he lets you know
that he does not expect to be treated seriously. The house laughs
at his expense and he heartily joins in it* He enlivened the proceed-
ings at the outset by proposing himself to the chair if no other
member would allow himself to be proposed in the place of a
member of the Working Committee. He considers the members of
the Working Committee to be all honourable men, and the measure
of the honour is that they are constantly in his opinion arrogating
to themselves rights they do not possess.1 The reader, however,
must not think that all this is done with any poison in the per-
formance. I have not known a better-behaved or more good-
humoured assembly. And I regard the Maharashtra party to be
an acquisition of which any nation would feel proud. Indeed I
refer to the party to emphasize my contention that the Committee
is composed of men who know their minds and who are deter-
mined to give a good account of themselves in their effort to win
India's freedom.

Young India, 10-11-1921

180.    THE MOMENTOUS ISSUE

The next few weeks should see civil disobedience in full work-
ing order in some part of India. With illustrations of partial and
individual civil disobedience the country has become familiar.
Complete civil disobedience is rebellion without the element of
violence in it. An out and out civil resister simply ignores the
authority of the state. He becomes an outlaw claiming to dis-
regard every unmoral state law. Thus, for instance, he may refuse
to pay taxes, he may refuse to recognize the authority of the state
in his daily intercourse. He may refuse to obey the law of tres-
pass and claim to enter military barracks in order to speak to the
soldiers, he may refuse to submit to limitations upon the manner
of picketing and may picket within the prescribed area. In doing
all this he never uses force and never resists force when it is used
against him. In fact, he invites imprisonment and other uses of
force against himself. This he does because and when he finds
the bodily freedom he seemingly enjoys to be an intolerable
burden. He argues to himself, that a state allows personal free-
dom only in so far as the citizen submits to its regulations. Sub-

l For Mehta's protest against this, vide "A Protest", 1-12-1921.